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PRESIDENTIAL IMMUNITY FROM CRITICISM

When the noble, old-world democrat, the Marquis de Lafay-
ette re-visited America in 1824 and was given that memorable
triumphal reception—troops of joyous, white-robed maidenhood
spreading richest flowers before him—with what fine deference
to republican institutions it was that, gently waving aside their
homage, he exclaimed: “It’s only a man!”

And so he was, according to our system of governmental
thinking, and so is every honorable citizen, nothing more or less
than a man. There is no such thing as “blue” or other shades
of blood here, though of course, there is—as there should be
everywhere—a proud preference for red-blooded people.

But to our mind, there is a distinction in people "in this
country, and that in a very decided way, when one by an honest
majority of the suffrages of his fellows has been promoted to a
position of official authority. For while the person so elevated
has not necessarily become ennobled, he has become, in that he is
a representative, a federated personality, so to speak—embody-
ing, according to our principle, the judgment and will of the gov~
ernmental unit. Thenceforth, to deny him less than ungrudging
cooperation, in his official capacity, is to refuse to grant him what
we would have expected from opponents, had the man of our
choice been successful. :

In our judgment, such a course—which concededly convicts
one of bad f&ith, in one of its most pernicious forms—in times
of peace, even, is revolutionary in its effects and subversive of
republican institutions. Nevertheless our government at such
times, in its lavish grant of free speech, places no embargo upon
the most unbridled criticism and vituperation, although directed
against the official head of the nation.

In the stress of war times, it is doubly necessary that any
strictures upon the chief executive—as being seditious and
“giving aid and comfort to the enemy,” be considered treason,
and the United States with other foremost countries has so de-
termined, and has ordered persons guilty of such held to striet
accountability.

The matter was considered of such grave importance that
this government sent broadcast, through the proper official chan-
nels, peremptory warnings to the public, to keep its mouth shut
in respect to defamation of the President, and, in case it needed
any help, designating the appropriate authorities to assist in the
operation.

One was required, not only to refrain from such expressions
oneself, but was enjoined to refuse to listen to the same and to
report offenders, for summary punishment.

United States attorneys and peace officers generally were
constituted ex-officio inspectors in the matter, and the inference
was plainly to be drawn that if they are found derelict in holding
deliverers of treasonable utterances to answer, it will be obliga-
tory upon them to show cause why they themselves are not cul-

, pable.

With the wide publicity given the demand that the Presi-
dent be immune from criticism during the war, offenses in this
regard can only be attributed to wanton lawlesness or a crassness
of ignorance which, at such times especially, amounts to erim-

' inality.

And in proportion to this counfrys’ unique leniency in the
matter of expression ‘of opinion, in ordimry times, should be its
wrath of retribution upon those who have the presumption, in
the time of firy trial, by “looging wild tongues that have not law
in awe,” to open to enemies the gates to its citadel.
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The dealer who recommends Dia-
mond Tires to you knows you will be

Ho nows the saving you 'will make

you it is to your
iaterect to use ¢ll Diamonds and save

You can depend on his recommendation.
Every Diamond Tire must deliver full value in ssre

vice. If ever a Diamond Tire fails, a cheerful, willing
adjustment will be promptly made,

Diamond
i Tires
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Try one in your home on Free Trial, Satisfaction Guaranteed
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Plant Potatoes!

WE HAVE _Amﬂw&om POTATOES LEFT. R
L vs R Tk | ZTTITE ; WN . m 'T p2 rﬂ:m*'\" moen
WE HAVE IT, AND ALL KINDS OF SEED. '

SATURDAY, MAY 5th

WE WILL SELL WHITE FLYER LAUNDRY SOAP
AS FOLLOWS: 6 CAKES FOR 25¢;: 25 for $1.00 or
100 CAKES FOR $3.90—ABARGAIN. ;

DON'T FORGET
RAYNE’S GROCERY IS THE PLACE TO BUY GOOD
EATS AT THE RIGHT PRICE.

Bassett M. Rayne

SEVILLE, OHI0O

PHONE 189
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Lowe Brothers

“High Standard” Paint

A Gives Best Results
) y-to-use, thus sa X '
lﬂ'iﬂn bﬁgh:ingpamuoﬁmmdmﬁhgmthuth
"HIGH STANDARD" PAINT is made bf materials a third-of-a-century of
paint-making ence has proven to be right, scientifically mixed and
ground to a wonderful fineness. Unequaled in covering power, spreading
up;cny‘;hbem:ty, I:::ring guality—and proved to be most economical, - -
ereian Brothers for 1y
R
Veruicol Stain for ficors, woodwork; "um:slu Flag" %!mﬂm.tu.

Your Grain Check

When you set paid for that crop you worked so hard

to mature an
protection?

harvest why not give the money bank

You can deposit your grain check with us—pay your
bills by personal check, and have a record of and a re-

ceipt for each payment made.

There are other material advantages that sppeal to
present customers—come in and let us tell you about

them.

“OLD PHOENIX NATHONAL BANK

REDIA, OBIO. -
4 Per Cont Puid on Savings Accounts
,--a..“;;%" "R i

FINISH FOR THE
WALLS OF YOUR HOUSE

A Paint-ready to to appl
giving beantiful lintsu::-d‘:{on. i

Has all the scft, beautiful, useful
effects that are so popular today-with
J the latest colurs ia decorations,




